Greetings to our members, those from United Congregational Church in Conway and all our
friends at home,
We are now in the middle of Holy Week. I have attached a set of readings for your personal at
home use on Maundy Thursday evening plus a link to the Mary Lyon congregation and their
Maundy Thursday Zoom service at 7 PM.
May God’s peace be with you,
Pastor Rob
https://marylyonchurch.org/d/7779/Service%20of%20Tenebrae%20-%20Maundy%20Thursday
If prompted, please put in the Meeting ID number: 471 271 2249. The Password is 01338.
You may enter the meeting beginning at 6:45 PM.

Gospel Readings of the Passion
With the Lord’s Prayer
John 11:47-51, 53
Matthew 26:14-16

The Conspiracy

The chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the council, and said, “What
are we to do? This man is performing many signs. If we let him go on like this,
everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and destroy both our holy
place and our nation.” But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year,
said to them, “You know nothing at all! You do not understand that it is better for
you to have one man die for the people than to have the whole nation destroyed.”
So, from that day on they planned to put him to death. Then one of the twelve, who
was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What will you give
me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that
moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

Mark 14: 16-21, 26-31

The Prophecy

When it was evening, Jesus came with the twelve. And when they had taken their
places and were eating, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”
They began to be distressed and to say to him, “Surely, not I?” He said to them, “It
is one of the twelve, the one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me...” And
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when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus
said to them, "You will all fall away because of me this night; for it is written, 'I
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' Peter
declared to him, "Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away."
Jesus said to him, "Truly, I say to you, this very night, before the cock crows, you
will deny me three times." Peter said to him, "Even if I must die with you, I will
not deny you." And so said all the disciples.

Mark 14:32-33, 35-42

Gethsemane

Then they went to a place which was called Gethsemane; and Jesus said to his
disciples, "Sit here, while I pray." And he took with him Peter and James and
John. Jesus said to them, "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here,
and watch." And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed, "Abba,
Father, all things are possible to thee; remove this cup from me; yet not what I will,
but what thou wilt." And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter,
"Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour?” And he went away and
prayed, saying the same words. again he came and found them sleeping. And he
came the third time, and said to them, "Are you still sleeping? It is enough; the
hour has come. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand."
Lord’s Prayer

Luke 22:47-48, 52-53
Matthew 26:56

The Betrayal

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one
of the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him; but Jesus said to
him, “Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?”
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Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders
who had come for him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a
bandit? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on
me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!”
Then all the disciples forsook him and fled.

Mark 14:53, 55-56, 60-62
Matthew 26:65-68

The Sanhedrin

They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the elders, and the
scribes were assembled. Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking
for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. For many
gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree.
Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer?
What is it that they testify against you?” But he was silent and did not answer.
Again, the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed
One?” Jesus said, “I am.” Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has
blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy.
What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spat in his
face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah!
Who is it that struck you?”
Luke 22:55-62

The Denial

Peter followed at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing
him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was with Jesus.” But he
denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” A little later someone else, on
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seeing him, said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!”
Then about an hour later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with
him; for he is a Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are
talking about!” At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The
Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord,
how he had said to him, “Before the cock crows today, you will deny me three
times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.
Lord’s Prayer

Luke 23:1-11

Pilate and Herod

Then the assembly brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse him, saying,
“We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the
emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” Then Pilate asked him,
“Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” Then Pilate said to
the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this
man.” But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching
throughout all Judea.” When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a
Galilean. And when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent
Jesus off to Herod. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad. He questioned him
at some length, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and the scribes
stood by, vehemently accusing him. Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with
contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him and sent him back
to Pilate.
Mark 15:6-15

Barabbas

Now at the festival Pilate used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom
they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had
committed murder during the insurrection. So, the crowd came and began to ask
Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, “Do you
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want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it was out of
jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up
the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them
again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the
Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has
he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So, Pilate, wishing to
satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed
him over to be crucified.

Matthew 27:27-31

Crown of Thorns

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and
they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet
robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on
the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
Lord's prayer

Mark 15:21-20

The Crucifixtion

They compelled a passer-by to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene. Then they
brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And
they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified
him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should
take. It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription
of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they
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crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by
derided him, shaking their heads and saying,
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself,
and come down from the cross!”

Mark 15:31-32
Luke 23: 39-43

The Thief on the Cross

The chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him and saying, “He
saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come
down from the cross, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified
with him also taunted him. One of the criminals who were hanged there kept
deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for
we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

Luke 23:44-49

Darkness

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in
two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I
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commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. When the Centurion
saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was
innocent.” And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw
what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at
a distance, watching these things.
Lord's Prayer

John 19:38-42

The Burial

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a
secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the
body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so, he came and removed his body.
Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture
of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus
and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the
Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the
garden, there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because
it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus
there.
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