Local eighth-graders honored as Project 351 ambassadors
Students
MASSACHUSETTS
23 students from Franklin County, North Quabbin region to meet with governor Saturday
By DAVID McLELLAN
Staff Writer
At 18 years old, Martin Luther King Jr. wrote, “Intelligence plus character — that is the true goal of education,”
in an essay for his Morehouse College newspaper.
That sentiment will ring true this weekend when students from across the state meet in Boston to reflect on
King’s legacy, as well as continue their own journey of community service.
There are 23 eighthgraders from Franklin County and the North Quabbin region who were selected as Project
351 ambassadors this year. Saturday, they will travel to meet with Gov. Charlie Baker, share ideas and then go
to different community service sites across the city.
Project 351 was started 10 years ago by former Gov. Deval Patrick as a way to recognize the leadership and
community service of eighthgraders from all 351 municipalities in Massachusetts, as well as celebrate statewide
unity and the work of Martin Luther King Jr.
This specific Saturday is chosen for the Project 351 meeting with King’s legacy of community service in mind,
as it is two days before Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Students are prompted ahead of the meeting to think of a
pressing societal issue to share.
Cheri Hoyle, a guidance counselor at the Ralph C. Mahar Regional School in Orange, has been involved with
selecting Project 351 ambassadors from each of Mahar’s constituent towns — New Salem, Orange, Petersham
and Wendell — for the last nine years.
“They are very compassionate kids, mostly more the quiet type,” Hoyle said. “There’s an emphasis on humility.
” She said teachers and guidance counselors come up with a list of potential ambassadors in the fall,
specifically recognizing students who are ethical, involved in community service, role models and leaders
among their peers.
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Noah Bailey, of Orange, is one of the students selected as a Project 351 ambassador this year. Here, he is
pictured with his grandparents Ray and Kathy Gervais of Worcester.
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The list is narrowed by December and one student from each town is selected as an ambassador.
“It’s specifically to recognize eighth-graders who continue to commit to either charity work, or volunteering at
a soup kitchen, helping teachers after school, helping others — basically serving the greater good,” Hoyle said.
In Boston, the students will hold a town hall-style meeting with Baker at Faneuil Hall, where the students have
a chance to share their goals and ideas with the governor.
Christine Bailey, whose son, Noah Bailey, was chosen as the Orange ambassador, said her son plans to talk
about environmental issues. Bailey said the significance of her son being selected is just starting to sink in.
“The kids say, ‘Oh, yeah, that’s great,’ but might not understand the significance of it. But it’s a big deal when
they get there,” she said. “He (Noah) wants to talk to the governor about climate change, about the pollution
and trash in the ocean.”
Students have also been preparing items to donate to the Be Like Brit Foundation, which runs an orphanage in
Haiti. Britney Gengel, the foundation’s namesake, was a 19-year-old from Rutland who traveled with students
and faculty from Lynn University to Haiti to feed the poor and visit orphanages in 2010. She sent a text to her
mother expressing the desire to start her own orphanage in Haiti three hours before being killed when the hotel
she was in collapsed during a 7.0 magnitude earthquake. Gengel’s mother will be at the meeting Saturday to
accept donated items like shampoo and clothing to bring to the Be Like Brit Foundation orphanage.
Following the meeting, students will travel to sites including the Greater Boston Food Bank and the Cradles to
Crayons clothing-insecurity nonprofit, where they will volunteer their time for the day.
But it doesn’t end there, Hoyle said. Ambassadors will take part in various service ventures throughout the year,
like working with homeless veterans or collecting clothing for the poor. Then, the program will culminate in a
“leadership reunion” at Gillette Stadium in Foxboro in May.
“It’s almost like a training program as well,” Hoyle said. “It makes the kids feel like they are doing something
important, and boosts their will to give back.”
Hoyle said the group of 400 students — not every town selects an ambassador and some larger cities select
more than one — is incredibly diverse, but the students are united by their strong belief in helping others.
The local ambassadors are Katrina Chasse, of Ashfield; Logen Girard, of Athol; Shelby Collier, of Buckland;
Julia Pease, of Charlemont; Madison White, of Colrain; Logan Loncar, of Conway; Chanhee Son, of Deerfield;
Charlotte Valle, of Erving; Regan Marshall, of Gill; Hugh Cyhowski, of Greenfield; Laynie Coates, of Hawley;
Kennyel Segarra Velez, of Heath; Syna Katsoulis, of Montague; Laura McGinnis, of New Salem; Noah Bailey,
of Orange; Audrey Danielson, of Petersham; Norah Blair, of Phillipston; Sierra Upton, of Rowe; Savannah
Basso, of Royalston; Sophia Goodnow, of Shelburne; Thelonius Sargent, of Sunderland; Ava Doody, of
Wendell; and Krista Uzdavinis, of Whately.
Reach David McLellan at dmclellan@recorder.com or 413-772-0261, ext. 268.
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